Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 10th May, 2006
in the Village Hall at 8.00 p.m.

Present were:
Mr Clark, Miss Collinson, Mrs Oliveira, Mr Perry, & Mrs Clark (Clerk)

In Attendance:
Cllr Simon Walsh and Cllr Mrs Cecile Down.

1)
Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from Mrs Burton, Mrs Kesterton and Mr Rixson.

2)
Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 11h May, 2005

The minutes of this meeting were agreed and signed.

3)
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

4)
Chairman’s Report 2005-2006


The Chairman reported that membership of the Council had been stable throughout the 
year.  During the year there had been no less than three consultation papers to do with 
Stansted Airport; on Night Flights, on the location of the second runway and on the 
maximum use of the existing runway.  Each of these had consumed a great deal of time 
and effort.


The Council had continued to support Takeley Parish Council in its bid to have the 
H.O.S.S. scheme made subject to a Judicial Review.  There had no major planning 
applications in the past year, but there was some concern over the current activity at 
Pledgdon Barn.


During the year we had received a grant of £1,000 from Essex County Council and a gift 
of more than £500 from the Five Parishes Millenium Committee.  We had hoped to use 
the County Council money to provide bursaries to young people in the village but had 
been advised that this would be illegal.  It had been agreed to use both sums to purchase 
two new noticeboards for the village. The Brick End bus shelter was also in need of 
repair.


Of significance throughout the year had been the steady exodus of villagers who had 
sold their homes to B.A.A., Brown’s End Road being particularly badly affected.


During the year Uttlesford had established Area Panel meetings where District 
Councillors and Parish Councils and others could discuss matters of interest to the area.  
It had got off to a bad start by refusing to have Stansted Airport as a standing item on the 
agenda.  We had lobbied for its inclusion without success and to date the meetings had 
been dominated by Dunmow issues


The Chairman concluded her report by thanking the Councillors for their work, 
commenting that it was a totally unglamorous occupation but an important way of 
representing the village.

5)
Parish Tree Warden’s Report

Miss Collinson reported that all of the Council’s trees were thriving, and that she would 
be cutting back some of the lower growth in the autumn.

6)
Parish Footpath Representative’s Report

In the absence of Mrs Burton there was no report.

7)
Public Transport Representative’s Report

Mrs Oliveira reported that the number 5 bus service was still being well used, and that the 
funding for it was assured.  There had been a suggestion that it could be re-routed in 
Safron Walden to serve Audley End Station. This suggestion was being considered.

8)
Emergency Planning Representative’s Report

Miss Collinson reported that Uttlesford’s Emergency Planning officers had been quiet of 
late.

9)
County Councillor’s Report
Cllr Walsh presented his written report on his varied activities as a County Councillor, 
including his membership of such diverse bodies as the Kent and Essex Sea Fisheries 
Committee, the Lee Valley Park Authority and the Essex Fire Authority.

10)
District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Down reported on her activities as a District Councillor.  As she lived in close 
proximity to the site of the proposed second runway at Stansted Airport she was deemed 
to have a prejudicial interest in the matter, and had felt constrained from discussing the 
matter in public.  She had obtained clarification of the situation from the Chief Executive 
of Uttlesford District Council and was now able to discuss airport issues other than in the 
Council offices or in any of its committees

11)
Open Forum

There was no Open Forum as no members of the public were present.

Cllr Walsh and Cllr Down were thanked for their attendance and the meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.
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